[Recurrent right atrium thrombus in long term follow-up after repair of atrial septal defect; report of a case].
A 76-year-old woman with recurrent ball-like thrombus in right atrium after primary repair of atrial septal defect (ASD) and tricuspid annuloplasty was successfully treated by surgical resection and strict management of anticoagulation and antiarrhythmics. A routine follow-up echocardiography, 27 months after initial operation, showed a swinging ball mass looks like a myxoma in the right atrium. Intra-operative findings showed the mass attached the free wall of right atrium with a 5 mm stalk, which was far from the ASD patch, initial suture lines, and the tricuspid annulus. Histological examination revealed the round and smooth mass was thrombus. She was successfully discharged 13 days after the 2nd operation without any complaint. A postoperative laboratory check demonstrated normal coagulability. Despite the patient was prescribed warfarin potassium and aspirin, the follow-up echocardiography at 3 months showed a recurrent thrombus in the right atrium. However the strict anticoagulation therapy with warfarin potassium and aspirin induced thrombolysis and prevent any embolic event, 1 month later. It is important to continue a strict anticoagulant therapy and prevent arrhythmia to avoid recurrence thrombus.